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Contact: contact@aawg.org           

 

Countries represented in the AAWG 

Algeria 
Cameroon 
France  
Côte d’Ivoire 
Egypt  
Ethiopia 
Djibouti  
Germany 
Ghana  
Kenya  
Kazakhstan  
Malawi 
Morocco  
Mozambique 
Nigeria  
Norway  
 
 
 
 

Romania 
Senegal  
South Africa  
Swaziland 
Tanzania  
Tchad 
Togo  
Tunisia  
Uganda  
Zimbabwe 
 
In progress 
Mauritania  
Mali  
Lybia 

 

“Women are increasingly taking on positions of 
leadership, but they must not simply settle for business 
as usual. They have the potential, if they have the 
courage, to transform the institutions they are 
inheriting and to make them more human and more 
just….I’m reminded of a bumper sticker that my wife 
Leah enjoys. It says « A women who wants to be equal 
to a man has no ambition»” 

God has a Dream: A vision of Hope for Our Time 
Desmond Tutu 2004, Nobel Peace Prize 1984  
 
 
 
 
Prof. Ezzoura Errami, AAWG President 
Chouaïb Doukkali University, Faculty of Sciences B.O. 
20, Geology Department, 24000, El Jadida Morocco, 
E-mail: erramiezzoura@aawg.org 
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Preamble 
 

During geological meetings, the participation of 

women geoscientists was noticed and raised as a 

concern. In order to help to rectify this discrepancy, a 

decision was taken to form an association in order to 

encourage women geoscientists to participate in Earth 

Sciences related conferences and to inform about or 

become involved in gender issues related to the Earth 

Sciences. In 1995, AAWG was born in Nairobi, Kenya. 

The objectives and purposes for which the Association 

is constituted are to: Promote the advancement of 

scientific and technological knowledge in the field of 

geosciences; Disseminate information on scientific and 

technical research and discoveries and promote public 

understanding of the role of geosciences in Africa’s 

development; Establish and maintain relations between 

African scientists and the international scientific 

community; Provide a forum for discussion and 

cooperation in geosciences and other related 

professions in Africa; Assist African governments in 

the quest for capacity building in geosciences and its 

applications; Cooperate with relevant African 

governments in the formulation of policies and 

program designed to encourage the development and 

application of geosciences for Africa’s development; 

Publish and distribute a bulletin and/or other 

publications in the field of geosciences development in 

Africa; Organize conferences, seminars, symposia, 

training courses and workshops in various areas of 

geosciences; Highlight and seek solutions to problems 

faced specifically by women and grassroots 

communities in Africa in the area of geosciences; 

Encourage and mobilize support for education, training 

and research in order to assist African women in their 

acquisition of specialized skills for leadership in 

geosciences; Identify, promote and advise on the 

importance and preservation of geological sites in 

Africa in collaboration with other stakeholders. 

Building on this, the AAWG decided to hold its first 

workshop “Gender and environmental concerns 

among female geoscientists in Africa” in 2000 in Dar 

Essalam in Tanzania for the purpose of exchanging 

ideas, discussing results and encouraging women to 

present their work at scientific conferences. 

Consequently, the colloquium of the AAWG was born. 

Since then, the association is at its fifth biannual 

conference which will be entitled “Women and 

Geosciences for Peace” which will be held in Ivory 

Coast in 2010. The AAWG participated to the 

promotion of the International Year of Planet Earth 

“ IYPE” by organizing its fourth conference in 2008 in 

Cairo (Egypt) under the title “Women and the IYPE”. 

The third conference entitled “Women, Geosciences & 

Development” was held in El Jadida (Morocco), in 

2006. The second colloquium was held in Kampala 

(Uganda) “Enhancement of Geosciences for 

Environment Awareness, Poverty Alleviation and 

Sustainable Development”, in 2004. The first 

colloquium “Women Geoscientists: Past Achievements 

and Future Challenges” took place in Cape Town 

(South Africa) in 2002. 

 

AAWG main activities during the year 2009 

 

A/ Creation of an AAWG website  

The AAWG website is sponsored by the Geological 

Society of Romania. Thanks to Prof. Antoneta Segheti, 

our AAWG member and President of Geological 

Society of Romania, for having taking care of that 

issue. The website is temporary managed by Mostapha 

Errafii, Professor at the Sciences Faculty of the 
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Chouaib Doukkali University, El Jadida (Morocco). I 

would like to take this opportunity to thank him for all 

the efforts he is making in order to make the AAWG 

website meet the international standard. 

 

B/ Pre-congress meeting of the fifth conference of 
the African Association of Women in Geosciences 
“AAWG” entitled “Women and Geosciences for 
Peace” 
 

The pre-congress of the fifth conference of the 
AAWG was held in Abidjan, Ivory Coast (4 - 8 May 
2009) at the headquarters of PETROCI Holding. It 
was well attended by representatives from the 
Governing Council (GC) of AAWG, members of 
AAWG-CI, dignitaries and guests from PETROCI 
Holding.  
 

During the opening ceremony held on the morning of 

the Monday 4th May, 2009, the President the fifth 

congress and President of the African Association of 

Women in Geosciences Ivory Coast Chapter “AAWG-

CI” Dr. Juliette TEA, welcomed the dignitaries and 

participants and thanked the supporters and sponsors 

of the meeting. Prof. Ezzoura ERRAMI, AAWG 

President addressed the gathering and launched 

officially the AAWG-CI. The opening ceremony of the 

meeting was concluded by Mr. Kassoum FADIKA, 

Director General of PETROCI Holding, who thanked 

the members of the AAWG GC for choosing Ivory 

Coast as venue of the fifth conference of AAWG.  

 

The opening ceremony was closed by a talk entitled 

“Women and Geosciences for sustainable 

development: Role of African Association of Women in 

Geosciences” presented by the AAWG President. The 

presentation was followed by a long discussion where 

the small number of women involved in geosciences 

was raised a concern. In order to increase women 

participation in Geosciences, it was proposed to 

organize open doors in order to sensitize young women 

on the importance of Earth Sciences for the society and 

also employment opportunities offered. In order to 

encourage women to choose geosciences as career, 

AAWG proposed to create Excellency prizes. It was 

agreed that three prizes will be awarded during the 5th 

AAWG conference in order to encourage young 

women to be more involved in geosciences for society. 

One for the best poster presentation and one for the 

best oral presentation and one for the best working 

group of the young women involved in the 

organisation of the 5th AAWG conference. 

 

Other issues were discussed, as how to take part to all 

the international initiatives as the IYPE to show that 

we the women geoscientists from African countries are 

able to meet our commitments.  

 

The rest of the day was dedicated to the discussion and 

preparation of the first circular related to the fifth 

AAWG conference which will be organized under the 

title “Women and Geosciences for Peace”.  

 

The Second day, Tuesday 5th May 2009 was began 

with an address by the AAWG President Prof. Ezzoura 

Errami on ICSU-ROA, IUGS, IYPE, YES 

congress..etc. The rest of the day was dedicated to the 

revision of the AAWG constitution done by Drs 

Monica Omulo & Joy Obando. In order to make the 

association open to all women, the name of the 

association was changed from "Association of African 

Women Geoscientists” to “African Association of 

Women in Geosciences”.  
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The third day, Wednesday the 6th May 2009, was 

dedicated to the discussion of the AAWG posters, flyer 

et membership cards done by Prof. Kmar Ben Ismail   

Lattrache . The website and AAWG e-bulletin were 

also discussed during that meeting. The first bulletin 

will be published by the end of the year 2009.  

 

AAWG is discussing the organisation of a round table 

on “Women and Geosciences” during YES congress to 

be held in Beijing in 2009. It was agreed that some GC 

members should participate; their presence with young 

women from all over the word will help to increase the 

AAWG visibility and will get opportunity to develop 

new partnerships.  

  

During the meeting new task groups were proposed 

and adopted by the members present at the meeting: a) 

Statistics of women in geosciences at the African level; 

b) Introduction of African geology through the AAWG 

website. During the same day, the African Geoparks 

Network “AGN” was initiated by the AAWG 

President and adopted by the members present at the 

meeting. The AGN aims to identify, promote, and 

advise on the importance and preservation of 

geological sites in Africa in collaboration with other 

stakeholders. The Network, which is an initiative taken 

by the AAWG is eligible to be an independent body, 

will be officially launched in 2010 during the fifth 

conference. The first international conference on 

African Geoparks will be organized during 2011 in 

Morocco. 

The day ended with a meeting with young women 

from PETROCI holding in order to address the 

problems they are facing in the petroleum industry and 

try to advice through the experiences of women on the 

leadership in the same field.  

On Thursday the 7th May 2009 was dedicated to visits 

of potential sites where the fifth conference 

“CAAWG5” will be held. ViTiB situated in Grand-

Bassam was chosen as venue for the CAAWG5. The 

day ended with a meeting attended by ca 200 girls 

from Notre Dame of Plateau College in Abidjan where 

interactions/ discussions were focussed to increase 

awareness among the girl students on the importance 

of Earth sciences for society and role of women 

geoscientists. 

 
The opening ceremony of the AAWG pre-congress.  

PETROCI Director General with AAWG President and 
General Secretary 

 

Investiture of the AAWG-CI by the AAWG President 
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Meeting of the AAWG GC with a- young women from 

PETROCI Holding 
 

 
Girls from Notre Dame of Plateau College, Abidjan 

 

During the fifth day, Friday the 8th May 2009, AAWG 

GC members met with PETROCI Director General in 

order to convey their thanks for his support. The team 

also met with the Minister of Mines and Energy of 

Ivory Coast, with a councillor from the Moroccan 

embassy and with the Ambassador of Tunisia in order 

to introduce the association and its fifth conference and 

to request their support for the CAAWG5. They were 

pleased by the visit and they promised their support.  

 
AAWG GC with the Minister of Mines and Energy of Ivory 

Coast. 
 

We would like to express our deep appreciation and 

thanks to: 

a) Sir Kassoum Fadika, Director General of PETROCI 

Holding for his moral and financial support for the 

fifth conference and its pre-congress;  

b) Dr. Juliette Tea and her team for allowing some of 

the GC to meet one year after the bureau election in 

Cairo and for their excellent arrangements and 

facilities in organizing the AAWG pre-congress;  

c) The AAWG GC members for attending and 

devoting outstanding attention to the AAWG issues. 

 

C/ First International Conference on Girls and 
Women in Sciences & Technology in Africa, 
Bamako, Mali, 13-15 July 2009 
 

AAWG President, Ezzoura Errami participated by a 

conference entitled “Women and Geosciences for 

sustainable development in Africa: African Association 

of Women in Geosciences “AAWG”.  This 

participation which was the only one related to Earth 

Sciences helps to increase the visibility of the 

association and also to introduce Earth Sciences as one 

of the scientific fields that needs more intention from 

the organizers of such conferences.  

 

D/ Women in Geosciences Workforce roundtable 

 

The African Association of Women in Geosciences co-

organize with UNESCO Paris the roundtable “ Women 

in the Geosciences Workforce” on October 27th 

afternoon from 1:30 pm to 5:00 pm (Beijing Time) 

during the Young Earth Sciences Congress 

Roundtables Symposia (see detailed report below).  

 

Roundtable Organizers 

Y.E.S. Organization Lead: Dr. Leila M. Gonzales, 

American Geological Institute; 
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Prof. Ezzoura Errami, African Association of Women 

in Geosciences. 

 

Roundtable Moderators 

Ms Jo Venus, Geological Society of London 

Prof. Ezzoura Errami, African Association of Women 

in Geosciences  

 

Objectives and sessions description  

The roundtable entitled “Women in Geosciences 

Workforce” focused on the challenges women face as 

geoscientists both while pursuing their degrees and as 

geosciences professionals. In order to reach that goal 

the roundtable was divided in two sessions. The first 

session, dedicated to five talks including one virtual, 

was composed of two parts: the first part was 

composed of three talks of three representatives of 

three associations one continental and two nationals 

dealing with gender and geosciences.  

 

The introduction of the African Association of women 

in Geosciences “African Association of Women in 

Geosciences “AAWG”: Challenges and Perspectives” 

was made by Prof. Ezzoura Errami, AAWG President. 

 

The second talk presented by the Past President of the 

Association for Women Geoscientists (USA) Ms 

Laurie Scheuing was entitled “Women in Geosciences: 

An update on status and strategies for the future”.  

 

The third talk entitled “Mongolian Women in 

Geosciences” was given by Prof. Ochir Gerel, 

Mongolian Association of Women Geoscientists 

President. Women in Mongolia are involved in all 

spheres of society, including Geosciences. Women 

now comprise 35% of Bachelor’s degree and from 35 

to 50% of Master’s degree recipients in Geology from 

both universities in the country: the Mongolian 

University of Science & Technology and the National 

University of Mongolia. Also, the proportion of female 

PhD students has increased in last 10 years. The 

number of faculty women also has increased from 11 

to 33%. Women geoscientists are very active in 

international cooperation, and 70% of women faculties 

are involved in international projects and projects 

developed in cooperation with mining exploration 

companies. The proportion of women working in 

research institutions (Paleontological Center and 

Institute of Geology and Mineral Resources, 

Mongolian Academy of Sciences) is relatively high 

(45-56%).  Nevertheless, the proportion of women in 

chair positions is relatively low, especially in 

governmental institutions and in industry (21-28%). In 

spite of high success of women, gender problems still 

exist in the Mongolia’s geoscience community. It is 

first of all equal job opportunity problem: the 

proportion of women faculty declines with increasing 

rank; women are not being hired into high position 

jobs at companies and governmental institutions, and 

women may not be promoted at the same rate as men. 

With female students, problems can arise for those 

with children. 

The major goals of the Association of Mongolian 

Women Geoscientists (AMWG), which was 

established in 2005, is: (1) To increase number of 

women geologists in industry; (2) To provide a diverse 

approach to the study of geosciences; (3) To promote 

the professional development of members; and (4) To 

assist in employment. AMWG activity is focused on 

the study of gender concerns in Mongolia. It aims to 

enhance the professional growth and advancement of 

women geoscientists in society; encourage the 
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participation of women in the geosciences, and for 

exchange of educational, technical, and professional 

information; and to establish relationships with other 

similar women organizations for developing the 

international cooperation. 

 

The second part of the first session was dedicated to 

the testimony of two generations of women 

geoscientists coming from Africa but from two 

different cultures Arabic and African culture. Dr. 

Juliette Tea-Yassi, President of the African 

Association of Women in Geosciences-Côte d'Ivoire 

chapter talked about her experience as the first Ivorian 

woman Geoscientist in a National Petroleum Company 

in Côte d’Ivoire in the 1980s. She highlights the 

problems she faced as a student, wife, and mother; the 

problems she faced as the only woman geologist in the 

company; the importance of the challenges that she 

faced; and discusses the amount of work required of a 

woman geoscientist if she wants to have a successful 

career. 

Ms. Soumaya Ayadi from the African Association of 

Women in Geosciences shed the light on “The Role of 

Tunisian women in environmental policy in Tunisia”. 

With their particular sensitivity to the various 

environmental and related health problems, women are 

playing an active role on familial, academic, and social 

levels. Their participation in the environmental policy 

now exceeds their educational role which begins at 

home. They are also participating in increasing the 

awareness of the dangers and of the daily measures 

needed for better management. Deeply convinced by 

the importance of this problem and the danger of its 

impacts, women are participating actively as 

geologists, engineers, and experts in the decision-

making, the execution and the implementation of many 

environmental projects. 

 

The second session was dedicated to two working 

group where four main questions were discussed: 1) 

The Problems faced by young women geoscientists 

and how can national and international organizations 

dealing with geosciences and gender help to solve 

them; 2) How can these organization participate to 

increase the involvement of women in geosciences and 

especially in the leadership of a field considered as 

dedicated to males?; 3) What is the relationship 

between women, Geosciences and cultures?; 4) How to 

make Women and Geosciences a lever for socio-

economical development in order to participate to 

establish a sustainable peace. 

 

Summary of Working Group Session Results 

The main problems faced by women geoscientists are: 

*Low involvement of women in geosciences was 

mentioned and raised as a concern;  

*Field work is the main problem faced by women; 

*Professional women struggle to balance their 

devotion to family with their commitment to their 

geoscientific careers; 

*The number of women in leadership is still very low. 

However, leadership is related to personality and skills 

and not exclusive to gender but it doesn’t mean that 

skilled women have the same opportunity as men. 

*In the developing countries as it the case in many 

African countries, poverty came to complicate the 

challenges women are facing as wives, mothers, 

educators, workers…etc. Generally, successful women 

in developing countries are self-made because they 

have to balance many personal and societal issues to 

move ahead. 
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The main recommendations raised from the discussion 

during this roundtable are as follows: 

*Women should determine whether they are able to 

deal with geosciences or not before choosing 

geoscientist career;  

*In order to motivate people to put their ideas and 

ideals into action, women should be motivated and 

passionate by the job of Earth Scientists;  

*Education is very important “educate a women is to 

educate a community”; 

*Self confident and personality is a key point;  

*Governments, schools and media should give a 

positive message about gender; 

*Mentoring is a very important issue that provides 

young women geoscientists with role models and helps 

them better understand their environment and to learn 

how deal with it in order to move ahead; 

*There is no competition between women and men. 

Partnership and complementary are required;  

*Women should be a geologist in the field before 

being a woman; 

*Women should never ask for favors as a woman;  

*No positive discrimination is required; 

*Create an international framework where 

communication can be promoted between individuals 

and organizations and where geoscientific projects can 

be elaborated in order to help to build women capacity 

through national and international cooperation.  

 

We would like to thank, on behalf of the African 

Association of Women in Geosciences, UNESCO (for 

the funding) and CIFEG (for the logistic) for having 

giving the opportunity of three of our members to attend 

physically this roundtable. 

 
Some participants to the roundtable working groups. 

 

E/ UNESCO Earth Science Education Initiative in 
Africa 
 
AAWG as an associate partner to the UNESCO Earth 

Science Education Initiative in Africa was and will be 

represented in three of the five planned regional 

workshops: Assiut, Egypt (28-29 October, 2009); 

Dakar, Senegal (December 9-10, 2009); Kinshasa, 

DRC (February 1-2, 2010). 

Thanks to CIFEG, MRAC and Cairo UNESCO office 

for having giving the opportunity to 4 of our members 

to attend four of the five planned workshops. 

 

F/ Arts and Earth Sciences competition 

The Association Civilizations Without Borders and the 

African Association of Women in Geosciences 

organized in collaboration with other stakeholders an 

artistic and cultural competition entitled “Arts and 

Earth Sciences” from Chouaib Doukkali University 

students and scholars from all the secondary schools at 

El Jadida Province. The aim of this competition is the 

promotion of Earth Sciences and also to promote the 

International Year of Planet Earth. This competition 

was organized from the 1st October to the 15 

November 2009. 
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This initiative is partly sponsored by the Faculty of 

Sciences of El Jadida, the Moroccan Kingdom 

Academy, la Délégation de l'Education Nationale à El 

Jadida and many individuals. We would like to 

reiterate our thanks to the sponsors and to all the 

individuals who support and participate to this activity.  

The Ceremony of awards was held during the First 

Cultural journeys of Earth Sciences of Doukkala-Abda 

Region (for more details see point G). 

 

Organizing Committee  

Ezzoura ERRAMI (Initiator & Coordinator), 
Abdelouahed LAGNAOUI, Hassana ADDI, Khadija 
KHOUAILID, Mohamed REDOUANE. Members of 
the “Association des Enseignants des Sciences de la 
Vie et de la Terre – section El Jadida” participated to 
the organization of the competition in the schools of El 
Jadida province (Elhassane HAMDANE (coordinator), 
Mohammed AIBOUD, badya LAGE,  abderahman 
FADOUL,   Mbarek DGHOGHI, Souad YOUSSFI  , 
Affaf ESSAADAOUI, Abdelhak BAZOUI, Fatima 
JADI, Mustafa BOUCHAFRA,  Ayachi TOURABI, 
Mohammed CHENAOUI,  Fatima SABRANI, Lalla 
Aicha ERRIFAI, Souad HLAICH,  Hind AASSILA,  
Amina JARIA. 
 
G/ First Journeys of Earth Sciences of Doukkala-
Abda Region, El Jadida, Morocco 
 
These journeys entitled “Earth Sciences for Humanity” 

were organized by the Association Civilizations 

Without Borders and the African Association of 

Women in Geosciences in collaboration with the 

Geology Department of El Jadida (Morocco). They 

took place in the Faculty of Sciences of El Jadida 

(Morocco) the 25th, 26th, 27th December 2009. 

The first day was dedicated to conferences and 

presentations made by two lecturers and researchers 

students, the afternoon was devoted to a roundtable 

where the question “Is Earth Sciences Education 

provided in the Geology Department of El Jadida 

respond to socio-economical need of the region?” was 

debated. 

During the second day morning, a cultural competition 

was organized between the Chouaib Doukkali 

University students in order to sensitize on the 

importance of Earth Sciences for the environment. 

During the same day, an exposition of geological 

samples, a documentary film projection and an 

exposition of CiWiB, AAWG, IUGS and IYPE 

brochures were organized. 

The afternoon of the second day was dedicated the 

Ceremony awards of all the Earth Sciences cultural 

competitions organized during the Year 2009. 

The third day was dedicated to an excursion in El 

Jadida Province in order to introduce the 

environmental problems and also the initiatives taken 

by the local authorities in order to help to minimize 

their impacts on human lives and what Earth Sciences 

can do to help decision makers in that issue. 

 

It was agreed that the second edition will be organized 

in 1010 in Safi (capital of Abda) and that the 

completion will include Safi and El Jadida Provinces. 

 

Organizing Committee  

Ezzoura ERRAMI (Initiator & Coordinator), 
Abdelouahed LAGNAOUI, Najwa HASSOU, Imane 
KADER YETTEFTI, Hanane DOUMI, Hassana 
ADDI, Nasser ENNIH, Abdeloihab CHOUKRI, 
Mohamed REDOUANE, Fadwa RADOUANI, 
Noureddine ETTALEB, Farid TOUNDAOUI, Moulay 
Ahmed OULD HAMOUDY, Adanane HABIB, 
Abdelkebir TOUFIQ, Hanane El IDRISSI and Rachid 
El Mouhkayer. 
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Some members of the organizing committee during the 

preparation of the journeys 
 

 

 

 

Photos from the first cultural journeys of Doukkala-
Abda region 

 

H/ AAWG national chapter of Senegal 

During the Dakar workshop organized by the UCAD, 

CIFEG and UNESCO the 9 & 10th December 2009, the 

National Chapter of AAWG Côte d’Ivoire was created. 

It is chaired by Mrs Sophie Siby, ex minister of 

communication of Senegal. 

 
 AAWG new elected bureau of the national chapter of 
Senegal with AAWG President, the GSAf President, 
UNESCO representative, the director of Geology and 
Mines, the Head of UCAD Geology Department, the 
representative of the Canadian Embassy. 
 

I/ African Geoparks Network “AGN” 

 

The initiative which was taken and supported by the 

African Association of Women in Geosciences has got 

until now the support of the Geological Society of 

Africa, International Council for Sciences Regional 

Office of Africa, UNESCO Cairo Office and the 

International Union of Geological Sciences.  

 

J/ Publications 

Errami Ezzoura, Segheti Antoneta. & Randell 

Stephenson 2009. Aspects of geological knowledge for 

sustainable development in Africa: Women in African 

Geosciences. Journal of African Earth Sciences. 

Volume 55, issues 1-2. ISSN 1464-343X. 

 

Errami E., 2009. Pre-congress meeting of the fifth 

conference of the African Association of Women in 

Geosciences “AAWG” entitled “Women and 

Geosciences for Peace”. Episodes, 32 (3), 210-211. 

 

Activities in progress 
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1/ The development of a continent relies on the 

availability and the commitment of both men and 

women. Africa is a natural resources rich continent 

where there is still both a need and an opportunity to 

learn from past mistakes in the management of these 

resources in order to improve the living conditions of 

its peoples and to establish a sustainable peace on the 

continent. In that way, the African Association of 

Women in Geosciences “AAWG” decides to organize 

its fifth conference at Grand Bassam (Ivory Coast) 

from 11th to 17th April, 2010 with the theme: “Women 

& Geosciences for Peace”. For more information 

please consult Juliette Tea, Chairperson of the 

conference, JTEA@petroci.ci, contact@aawg.org.  

 

2/ The first international conference of African 

Geoparks will be organized in 2011 in Morocco.  
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AAWG member’s biography 

 

Mrs. Ezzoura Errami, AAWG President 

Prof. Errami is a full Professor in the Department of 

Geology at Chouaib Doukkali University in El Jadida, 

Morocco. She is the President of the African 

Association of Women in Geosciences “AAWG” 

(2008-2012) and was the Assistant General Secretary 

of AAWG (2004-2008). She is also an IUGS 

councillor (2008-2012). Prof. Errami is graduated with 

a B.Sc. Degree in Geology from the University of El 

Jadida in 1989. She postgraduated from the Cadi 

Ayyad University Marrakech “Diplôme des Etudes 

Supérieures” in 1993. She did her Doctorat Es-

Sciences in collaboration between Chouaib Doukkali 

University (El Jadida, Morocco) and Ruprecht Karls 

Univesity (Heidelberg, Germany) and she graduated in 

2001 in petrology and structural geology using 

Anisotropy of Magnetic Susceptibility (AMS). Her 

major research interests are petrology, geochemistry, 

structural geology using AMS on magmatic rocks, 

archeomagnetism, geological patrimony and 

geotourism, geo-education and environmental 

economy. She has been expert in environmental 

economy since 2009. Prof. Errami has been part of 

many projects and she has been an author and co-

author of many scientific papers, abstracts, reports and 

guidebooks. Prof. Errami is co-editor of two special 

volumes related to women and geosciences. She is a 

leader and member of executive committees of many 

professional international and Moroccan organizations. 

She is a Life Member of the GSAf. She is member the 

Geological Association of Medical Geology and the 

TWOWS. She is a Councilor near the Association 

Women & Sciences in Morocco. She is a founding 

member of the Moroccan Association for the 

Environment and the Promotion of the Sustainable 

Development. She is organizer and/or co-organizer of 

many scientific events and related geological field 

trips. She initiated in 2009, the African Geoparks 

Network “AGN”. During the first International 

Conference on Girls and Women in Science and 

Technology held in Bamako in July 2009, Prof. Errami 

was nominated to be the chair of the follow up 

committee to draft guidelines for developing national 
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policy on gender inclusive curriculum and curriculum 

delivery. 

 

Tineghir Valley, Southern Morocco 

She is also the founder and the President of the 

Association “Civilizations without Borders” whose 

main objective is the promotion of the dialogue of 

civilizations. 

Mrs. Juliette Tea-Yassi, AAWG General Secretary 

 

Mrs. Juliette Tea-Yassi during a meeting with the PETROCI 
DG  

 
Mrs. Juliette Tea-Yassi has been the Director of the 

PETROCI Analyses and Research Centre since 

October 2005. After receiving her M.Sc. (DEA 

Géologie, Option Biostratigraphy University Pierre et 

Marie Curie) at Jussieu Paris VI, and one year 

specialization in Palynostratigraphy at the 

Provence Marseille University, she joined PETROCI 

in January 1981 as geologist engineer. 

In 1986, she created the geological laboratory of 

PETROCI. After nine years in the laboratory, she 

became Vice-director of Exploration from 1995 to 

1998. She was then in charge of the conception and the 

coordination of geological, geophysical and laboratory 

studies, a representative of technical committees, and a 

member of production sharing contracts negotiations. 

 

From 1997 to 1998, she was the manager of the 

Chinese onshore project in Côte d’Ivoire Mrs. Tea is 

married and has four children. She is Secretary 

General of AAWG (2008-2012), President of AAWG- 

CI, and President of AAWG fifth conference. 

 

AAWG Executive committee (2008-2012) 

President, Prof. Ezzoura Errami, Morocco, erramiezzoura@aawg.org ; Secretary General, Juliette Tea, Côte d’Ivoire, 

JTEA@petroci.ci ; Treasurer, Dr. Beatrice Ketchemen Tandia, Cameroon ketchemen_tandia@yahoo.fr ; Vice 

President, Dr. Joy Obando, Kenya, obandojoy@yahoo.com ; Assistant Secretary General, Prof. Kmar Ben Ismail 

Lattrache, Tunisia, kmbenismailattrache@yahoo.fr; Patron, Dr. Thomas Schlüter, Germany, 

thomas.schlueter2008@googlemail.com ; Southern Africa, Dr. Inocência Maculuve, Mozambique, 

inocencia.maculuve@inp.gov.mz. Regional Representatives: Eastern Africa, Dr. Monica Omulo, Kenya, 

maoomulo@yahoo.com ; Western Africa, Gauly Marcelle, Côte d’Ivoire, mgauly@petroci.ci; Northern Africa, Dr. 

Zahia Benaissa, Algeria, zabendz@yahoo.fr ; Central Africa, Prof. Veronique Kanga Kabeyene, Cameroon, 

gemskruy@yahoo.fr 

National chapters created during 2009 
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AAWG-Côte d’Ivoire, President Juliette Tea, JTEA@petroci.ci ; AAWG-Senegal, President Sophie Siby, 

sosiby@yahoo.fr 

 

A photo, a country 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
                                 From Ouarzazate Province, South of Morocco©E. Errami  
 
 

 


